Mycotic Aneurysm of the Extracranial Internal Carotid Artery, Resect and Ligate or Reconstruct?
Mycotic aneurysmal disease of the extracranial carotid arteries (ECA) is a rare entity associated with a high morbidity, including rupture, hemorrhage, airway obstruction, and stroke. Surgical management is challenging due to difficult dissection through infected or inflamed tissue. This report highlights a case of ECA-aneurysm infection presenting with stroke and an occluded internal carotid artery, likely due to microbial arteritis on a background of osteomyelitis. Operative intervention was performed to definitively treat the infection and prevent the potential associated complications. In this case, the incident vessel was 100% occluded at presentation, allowing vessel ligation and resection without carotid complex reconstruction.